
Rob’s Talk in Chicago 

For months, 
I have dreamed of being here with you. 

And now that I’m looking at you, 
it’s better than I imagined. 

I see men and women whom I respect. 
The integrity of your lives 

and the integrity of your ministries – 
it makes me proud to be in the same room with you. 

I see leaders who have been faithful. 
I see laypersons 

who are called, gifted and anointed 
by the Holy Spirit to change the world. 

I see the people of God  
crying out for a new day 
praying for revival and  
believing that God can do more 

than any of us can dream or imagine. 

Let’s be very clear why we are here. 

We are here to begin something that will outlive 
every one of us in this room. 

We are here to create something that will exist 
for generations to come 

and that will grow the Kingdom of God and change the world 
long after all of us are forgotten. 

Who are we? 

We are a diverse lot. 
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We are laity and clergy. 
We are local pastors, elders and deacons, 
 ordained and provisional. 
We are seminary students and seminary professors. 
We are pastors and district superintendents and bishops. 
We are male and female. 
We are many different ethnicities. 
 
Half of us come from churches with less than 250 in worship. 
And many of us come from the largest churches in the 

 denomination. 
 
We come from every annual conference in the United States 
 and from several parts of Africa. 
And we are people who love our Wesleyan heritage 
 and who believe that the Gospel of Jesus Christ is the hope of  the 

world. 
 
We do have some differences. 
We have had different experiences 
 and as a result we are at different places 
  in how we believe we should face this hour. 
 
Some of us are in one of the nine annual conferences 
 that have voted to disregard the Book of Discipline. 
Some of us have bishops who have encouraged disobedience 
 and you have felt dismissed and demeaned,   
  even opposed and attacked by their leadership. 
Your people want to leave the denomination 
 and you have given up on the renewal of the United Methodist  
  Church. 
 
 
You believe it’s best to separate as soon as possible. 
You are afraid that the WCA may be another group 
 that does nothing but talk when real leadership is required. 



 

 

 
I understand. 
We understand. 
 
To those of you who feel   
 that you are alone, 
  maybe even abandoned. 
Look around this room. 
 
You are not alone. 
You are not forgotten. 
You are surrounded by brothers and sisters 
 who understand your pain, 
 who are grateful for your witness and 
 who admire your faithfulness. 
 
Hold on. 
There is a better day coming 
 and we are going to walk into it together. 
  
Others of us are in conferences with faithful bishops 
 who have been a blessing to our churches and to us. 
You are concerned about the growing disobedience within the church, 
 but you are hopeful that there may be a way for us 
  to remain united with integrity. 
At the very least, 
 you are willing for the bishops’ commission to do its work. 
You are afraid that the WCA may act too quickly 
 and go too far. 
 
Can such a diverse group leave this place united, 
 committed to walking into the future together? 
Yes, we can. 
 
Yes, we can if we remember that what unites us is far greater 
 than what divides us. 
 



What unites us is our commitment to the utter uniqueness of Jesus 
Christ. 

Our belief that Jesus Christ is 
Lord, 
the only-begotten Son of God, 
the light of the world and 
the hope for our lost and fallen race. 

What makes us one 
is our willingness to proclaim 
that Jesus Christ is not  

one of many teachers, 
one of many guides, 
one of many saviors, or 
one of many ways. 

In fact Jesus Christ is not one of many anythings. 

Jesus Christ is the way and the truth and the life. 
He is utterly unique 

one with the Father, 
and it is his atoning death 

that has reconciled my sinful soul and yours to a holy God 
so that we might have abundant life in this world 

and eternal life in the world to come. 

What unites us is our commitment to the inspiration and the 
authority of the Bible. 

We believe the Scriptures were God-breathed, 
profitable for reproof and correction and doctrine. 

And that means that if the Bible teaches it, 
it’s not our prerogative to twist it.   

And if the Bible contains it, it’s not our job to correct it. 
And if parts of the Bible disturb us 

we don’t dare discard them 
because we humbly stand under the authority of the Scriptures 

not above them.  



 

 

And we don’t need the latest copy of Psychology Today,  
 or this morning’s Gallup Poll  
 or some pontificator of political properness  
to tell us how progressives now have the Gospel right 
 and how the Bible’s got it wrong. 
 
What unites us is our unwillingness to compromise the word of God 
 in hopes that if we remove the parts that our culture finds offensive  
nonchristians will start getting up early on Sunday morning, 
 come to our churches, 
 repent of their sins, 
 accept Jesus 
 and start living holy lives.  
Other denominations have tried that 
 only to discover that the world could care less 
  and to watch their numbers continue to decline. 
 
We believe in the doctrines of the historic church. 
We affirm what the people of God have believed 
 for the past 2000 years. 
We believe what the global church believes 
 and we believe what the United Methodist Church says  
  it believes. 
How that makes us schismatics, right-wingers or anything but the true 
 centrists I’ll never know. 
 
We are historic, classical Christians 
 who refuse to be guilty of the chronological snobbery 
 that says pastors, bishops and theologians who have been influenced 
 by a postmodern, materialistic, hedonist culture  
know better than those who came before us. 
 
 
And later today when we rise to our feet 
 and declare the historic faith in the words of the Nicene Creed, 
you will be surrounded by 1600 brothers and sisters 
 who actually believe that those words are true. 



 

 

What unites us is our love for the Wesleyan way. 
A way that combines grace and truth. 
A way that affirms instantaneous conversion by the power of the Holy Spirit 
 and life-long transformation through the means of grace. 
A way that emphasizes both personal piety and social holiness 
 and that teaches beliefs matter 
  but what you do with those beliefs matters just as much. 
 
What unites us is that we long to be part of a mighty movement 
 that God uses to change the world. 
We did not join the United Methodist Church 
 to debate what the Bible has made clear. 
We did not enter the ministry  
 to save the church. 
We are Methodists because we want to be part of a church 
 that God would use to save the world. 
 
And we yearn to be part of a movement that  
 lifts up Jesus, 
 honors his word, and 
 is anointed by the Holy Spirit. 
 
Yes, we have our differences. 
 
 
But  
 if you affirm the Lordship of Jesus Christ , 
 if you affirm the Scriptures as the word of God, 
 if you confess the historic Christian faith, 
 if you love our Wesleyan way, 
 if before you die, 
  you want to be part of a mighty movement of God, 
then you have found your home; 
 this is your tribe; 
and I pray to God you will feel  
 that this is where you belong. 
 



We don’t know what the future will bring. 
We are not here to promote schism. 
But we are not here to be naïve either. 

Change is coming to the United Methodist Church. 
We all know that. 
The bishops know that 

and many have said so publicly. 

And it is coming fast. 
Persons have been asked to be on the bishops’ commission. 
A meeting schedule has been determined. 
And it appears that a called General Conference is likely in the spring of 
2018. 

In a year and a half, 
we will know the future that the commission recommends for the 

UMC. 
And we will know if it’s something we can embrace with integrity 

or if it will be a recommendation that tells us that 
we are unimportant and unwanted in the church. 

What we will need to do will become clear in 18 months or less. 

So, 
what that new day will look like, 

I don’t know. 
But I do know this. 
If we will focus on what unites us, 

we can step into that new day, 
strong, smart, strategic and together. 

And the church of Jesus Christ 
and this lost and desperate world 
will be better for it. 



 

 

The WCA is just beginning. 
We cannot do everything in one day. 
 
But we can do what is most important. 
We can pray and worship. 
We can affirm the foundational beliefs 
 that will define and guide our movement. 
We can elect a council that will provide leadership. 
We can pass a strong statement to the bishops commission 
 stating what we can and cannot live with. 
And we can determine 
 that we will move forward together, 
 trusting each other  
  and in the providence of God. 
  
 
Some questions about the WCA. 
 
Why is it a membership-based organization? 
Because your voice deserves to be heard. 
 
Churches that join will have official representatives 
 that will elect future council members. 
  beginning next year, 
 and determine the future direction of the WCA. 
 
Why is there a cost associated with joining? 
Because the privilege of being heard  
 requires the responsibility of being committed 
 and because the WCA will need funds to accomplish what  
  God is calling us to do. 
 
What is the relationship between Good News, the Confessing Movement, 
 UM Action and the WCA? 
Those groups will continue to exist 
 and to do the work they have always done. 
 



 

 

But the WCA is a broader association that will unite 
 orthodox United Methodists who might not affirm the agendas of 
those  groups. 
The vast majority of persons nominated to serve on the WCA council 
 have not and never have had any official connection with those 
groups. 
The purpose of the WCA is not to be a political caucus 
 but to be a movement of God committed to  
  changing the world through the Gospel of Jesus Christ, 
  supporting struggling churches and pastors,  
  speaking with one voice to the greater church, and  
 that prepares for orthodox churches to walk into the future together. 
 
 
What will the WCA become? 
I can’t tell you. 
That’s for members of the WCA to determine. 
 
One thing I can tell you is that the WCA will not be 

a bunch of people who are  
  angry at the church, 
  mad at progressives, and 
  belligerent towards the culture. 
 
Because that’s not who I am 
 and that’s not who you are. 
 
Is there much to be upset about? 
You bet there is. 
 
Pastors teaching contrary doctrines 
 that promote pluralism and undermine the Gospel. 
Annual conferences unwilling to live by the covenant that holds us   

 together, and 
Too many bishops refusing to teach our doctrines or uphold our  
 discipline. 
And the result is that many faithful Methodists 



 

 

 are no longer certain what we believe or  
  even if they can remain within the church. 
 
There’s much to be angry about. 
But that’s not why we’re here. 
 
But that’s not why we’re here. 
 
We’re here 
 because we have a great God 
  who has done marvelous things through his Son Jesus   

 Christ. 
 
We’re here because 
 we believe in the orthodox faith  
  that the church has proclaimed for nearly 2000 years, 
and because we are Wesleyans, 
 because we believe in connectionalism and  
 because we want to be Methodists. 
 
I found Jesus in the Methodist Church, 
 rather, he found me. 
I was nurtured and disciple in the United Methodist Church. 
My gifts and my calling were affirmed by the United Methodist 

 Church. 
And I will be forever grateful to the United Methodist Church. 
 
And that’s all I’ve ever wanted to be: 
 a Jesus-loving, 
  Bible-believin’, 
  grace-givin, 
  truth-tellin, 
  warm-hearted 
orthodox Wesleyan Methodist. 
 
 
 



That’s why I’m here today and that’s why you’re here – 

 because we believe, 
as imperfect as it is, 

we believe in the church 
because it’s in the church that people come to faith, 

and find shoulders to cry on when they’re hurting, 
and ways to serve the poor and the needy. 

And what we are creating here today  
is a connection of imperfect churches, 

that by the grace of God will 
 witness together and work together 

for the Kingdom that Jesus came to establish. 

You and I, 
we come from a long line of heroes. 

Our roots go back to One who chose the cross 
so he could be faithful to the Father. 

Our lineage includes the apostles who were 
beheaded and impaled and crucified upside down 

because they were committed to the truth of the Gospel. 
And there were others, 

nameless to history but faithful for eternity 
who were tortured and martyred  

rather than be untrue to the one who had saved them. 

We have a heritage of heroes 
like John and Charles Wesley and Francis Asbury and Peter 

Cartwright 
who were misunderstood, maligned and mistreated in their day 

when they tried to revive the church.  
Heroes like those first circuit riders on the American continent – 

who lived such hard lives taking the Gospel to the frontier 
that nearly half of them died before they were 30 years old  

and two-thirds died before they had served 12 years. 



In more recent times there have been men and women 
who were fighting for an orthodox United Methodist Church 

when it was truly difficult and 
when it meant paying a price. 

Many have now gone to be with the Lord, 
others are still with us; 
some here today, 

continuing to fight the good fight 
and keep the faith. 

That’s our heritage, 
that’s our lineage. 

That’s where we come from. 
That’s who we are. 

And now it’s our turn. 
It’s our turn to be faithful, 
It’s our turn to do something bold, 

it’s our turn to contend for the Gospel, and 
to believe that a new day is coming. 

And if need be, 
it’s our turn to pay a price for being true to the One who has saved 
us. 

In one of his books, 
written during the time of apartheid, 
South African Alan Boesak wrote that he imagines the final 

judgment might be different than we normally conceive. 
He can see us standing before the throne 

and God asking us: Where are your scars? 

And we will look at ourselves 
and answer, “But we have no scars.” 

And God will ask, 
“Was there nothing worth fighting for?” 

I do not want to scar anyone. 
But I am willing to be scarred for the sake of one 



who bears the marks of crucifixion for me. 

I am willing to be scarred to contend for the faith 
once and for all delivered to the saints. 

I am willing to pay a price 
to protect the church of Jesus Christ 
from false and dangerous doctrines 
that would lead the people of God astray. 

And I am willing to give my life 
to be part of a movement that God anoints and uses 

to save souls and change the world. 

That’s why I’m here. 
And that’s why the WCA is here. 

I see a new day coming. 
And so do our progressive friends. 
They and many so called centrists 

 see a day of justice dawning, 
 a day of true inclusivity that embraces 

 not just all people 
      but even practices and behaviors that the Scriptures do not condone. 

They believe there is a new day for the people called Methodist 
 and all that is required is that we 
 deny what the Scriptures clearly and consistently teach, 
 turn our backs on 2000 years of Christian teaching and 
 break faith with the global church. 

Then the kingdom will be able to come in all its fullness. 

I see a different day coming. 
I don’t need to vilify those who see things differently, 

 but I see a different future for those of us 
 who hold fast to the grace and truth of the Gospel. 

I can see a new Methodist movement. 
Either within the UMC 
  or, if it must be, 



outside of it. 

A movement that is not top down, but bottom up. 
One where boards and agencies actually serve the local church 
   and are responsible to our congregations. 

One where we are organized not like a bloated bureaucracy, 
 but like a missional force that wants to change the world. 

I can see a movement where we don’t argue over the authority of Scripture 
    or what the Bible teaches about sexuality 
but where we focus on ministering to persons who are broken and need 
healing. 

Where our seminaries prepare godly men and women to do ministry 
   instead of schools of religion 

 which tenure professors who don’t believe in our doctrines 
      and who teach the latest theological fads 
 that have no power to change the world 

 and that will be forgotten within a generation. 

I can see a movement that has freedom 
   to plant evangelical churches on the east and the west coasts 
and in our urban centers  
  where people will still respond to the Gospel of Jesus Christ 

 if it is presented by servant communities with grace and truth. 

I can see a Wesleyan movement that cares about the poor and the 
disenfranchised - 

 cares about them enough to minister to their physical needs and  
 to tell them how their sins can be forgiven and their souls can be saved. 

I can see a movement that you and I will be excited and proud to be a part 
     of. 
A new Wesleyan movement for the 21st century 
   that has not just the form of religion but the power of God filling it 

 and compelling it into a lost world that needs Jesus. 



Friends, it’s our turn now, 
to stand up for the truth and 
to contend for the Gospel. 

Do not give up, 
   Do not give out, 
   Do not get discouraged. 
There is a new day coming. 

And we are going to be a part of it. 
And those of you who are young will have decades to enjoy it and shape it 
   And be blessed by it. 
And those of us who are old, 
   We will be able to look back one day before we die and say, 
   “The Lord has done a new thing, 

      and it is marvelous in our sight. 
And he was gracious enough to let me be a part of its beginning.” 

There is a new day coming. 
It begins today 

and it will continue to 
save souls, 
build the church, and 
change the world, 

long after every one of us is forgotten. 

And I am so grateful to be stepping into that new day 
with you. 
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