
 
 

Wesleyan Covenant Association 
 

The Wesleyan Covenant Association stands together as an alliance to 
advance vibrant, scriptural Christianity within the global United Methodist 
Church. We are a coalition of congregations, clergy, and laity committed to 
promoting ministry that combines a high view of Scripture, Wesleyan vitality, 
orthodox theology, and Holy Spirit empowerment. 

We affirm that the core of the Christian faith is revealed in Scripture. We look 
to the Bible therefore as our authority and trustworthy guide, which “is 
useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in 
righteousness” (2 Timothy 3:16; NRSV). Illuminated by tradition, reason, and 
experience, the revelation of Scripture is the church’s primary and final 
authority on all matters of faith and practice. 

We affirm classical Wesleyan doctrine and the historic faith, which the 
church has used to define the parameters of Christian teaching. 

We believe that both women and men are called to and gifted for ordained 
and licensed ministry, and both genders are able to hold any role of 
leadership within the WCA. 

The WCA specifically renounces all racial and ethnic discrimination and 
commits itself to work toward full racial and ethnic equality in the church and 
in society. 

We believe marriage and sexual intimacy are good gifts from God. In keeping 
with Christian teaching through the ages and throughout the Church 
universal, we believe that marriage is the uniting of one man and one woman 
in a single, exclusive union. We affirm faithfulness in marriage and celibacy in 
singleness as equal paths of discipleship. 



In grace and truth, we seek to love God with our whole hearts and afford 
every person compassion, love, kindness, respect, and dignity. 

Purposes of the Wesleyan Covenant Association 

To promote the worship of  the Holy Trinity, to preach the pure Word of God, 
to uphold the rich tradition of sacramental practice, to maintain Christian 
fellowship, to foster the edification of believers, and to welcome and 
advance the work of the Kingdom of God on earth. 

To be obedient to our Lord Jesus Christ’s command to “Go and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I [Jesus] 
have commanded you” (Matthew 28:19-20).  

To support disciples of Jesus Christ by proclaiming the good news of salvation 
through faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, and by exemplifying Jesus’ command 
to love God and neighbor.  

To explore and promote the full ministry of the good and life-giving Holy 
Spirit throughout the life and work of the church, not least in the entire 
sanctification of Christian disciples. 

To guide the ministries of the WCA within the boundaries of the statement of 
faith, using accountability processes for congregations, clergy, and lay 
members. 

Membership 

Membership in the WCA is open to: 

Congregations whose primary leadership body affirms agreement with the 
WCA statements of faith and moral principles, agrees to maintain its teaching 
and standards of conduct within the boundaries established therein, and 
declares its willingness to cooperate in ministry through the WCA. The 
membership fee is $1.50 per member per year. 

Clergy and laity who acknowledge Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord, affirm 
their agreement with the WCA statements of faith and moral principles, 
agree to maintain their teaching and conduct within the boundaries 
established therein, and (for clergy) declare their willingness to cooperate in 
ministry through the WCA. The membership fee is $100 per year. In cases of 
financial hardship, the WCA Council may reduce the fee upon request. 


