
Conscientious Objector! 

I am not one to sit down and write about something very often. This the last week I have 

been letting my impressions form about the Wesleyan Covenant Association meeting, and I have 

allowed them to sit in the back of my mind. Those impressions have begun to crowd my 

thoughts. 

I went alone to this meeting and became a part of 1700 Methodists from everywhere, I 

was not alone! The power of group worship, prayer and the taking of Communion was amazing 

and soul shaking. The Holy Spirit arrived early and stayed all day! We prayed the Nicene Creed 

and we accepted that as our affirmation of our faith. 

I saw grown men weeping, they were not alone. They may have been pastors from the 

disobedient conferences who fear for the future of the church, or maybe because they may be 

forced to disobey the Book of Discipline against their will.  While others that sat near to them 

comforted them. When voting to accept the different parts of the covenant there were loud and 

joyous “Amens’!” 

I am a Lay Methodist and I will always be a conscientious objector to Gay marriage, and 

ordination of Gay pastors and Bishops, even if the Book of Discipline changes. I am a 

conscientious objector to the twisting of the words of the scripture just because we do not agree 

with them. I have often thought; is my allegiance to the Methodist Church or to following the 

path of Jesus? There is no choice there! I believe that all humans are of “Sacred Worth” and 

those who accept Jesus as their personal savior and are made righteous in God are the “Children 

of God.” Wherever the Holy Spirit leads me, I will follow! 

I am a conscientious objector to accepting a Pastor or Bishop who has either lied to the 

ordination board or broken his original vows and is an openly practicing lesbian or gay. This is 

not homophobia. It is a matter of their integrity and adherence to church laws. How can they 

expect respect from me when they have disrespect for our church and my membership in it? 

I am a conscientious objector to the United Methodist Churches legal court that refuses to 

take appropriate action against those that choose to disobey the Book of Discipline openly and 

blatantly. I am a conscientious objector to the United Methodist Church not being united. 

Have I joined the WCA? Yes! Do I believe that the crossroads have arrived? We 

certainly cannot go much farther on our present path. The issues are reaching a crescendo and the 

branch may not bend much further before it will break. 

Is the United Methodist Church to survive in its present form? Only if we stay under the same 

tent as three churches: one liberal, one very conservative and one still in the middle. The problem 

with the middle is; it will always want to divide again and again. It will be interesting to see how 

this plays out. I only know that at some point God will have his way, we are not alone! 

Christ is My Savior! 

William (Bill) Klempay 
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