
A Q & A Regarding the WCA’s Vaccine Initiative for 

General Conference Delegates 
 

Dear WCA Members and Friends: 

 

Since the release of a United Methodist News Service article regarding the the WCA’s initiative 

to help General Conference delegates gain access to Covid-19 vaccinations, a number of you 

have written to express frustration with the article, wondered if there was more to the story, and 

wanted to know how to answer questions the article raises. The best way I know of offering 

clarity is to provide you with the questions a UMNS journalist asked of me and my carefully 

considered responses. 

 

I know some of you are particularly concerned with the way some UM Church leaders quickly 

reach for the charge of “colonialism” when the WCA does something with which they disagree. I 

share your concern, so I carefully answered the journalist’s specific question about that charge. 

Regretfully, while she did find room to quote those who explicitly levelled the charge, she 

evidently couldn’t find space for my response to her question (see question six below). 

 

With its partners, the WCA will continue to do all in its power to facilitate a General Conference, 

work for the adoption of the Protocol of Reconciliation and Grace through Separation, and help 

with the launch of the Global Methodist Church. 

 

In Christ, 

Keith Boyette 

President 

 

 

  

1. What led the WCA to hold this initiative focused on General Conference delegates? 

  

The Commission on General Conference has indicated that the ability of delegates to be present 

to participate in the General Conference will impact the commission’s decision on whether 

General Conference can occur in August and September of 2022. U.S. government travel 

restrictions mandate that people entering the U.S. must be fully vaccinated against Covid-19 

with vaccinations approved by the World Health Organization (WHO). Through our vaccination 

access initiative, the WCA and other organizations are doing what we can to help faithful United 

Methodist delegates around the world get vaccinated so they can be present at General 

Conference. Their presence is a matter of justice; their voices must be heard as the church 

considers very important matters impacting their local churches and their lives. If there are 

barriers to vaccination, we want to help eliminate them so these brothers and sisters can fulfil an 

important mission that others have entrusted to them.  

  

In some countries, particularly in Africa, WHO-approved vaccines are readily available at no 

cost to all people, however, the vaccines are only being administered in a limited number of 

cities within a country restricting people’s access to them. In those countries, people wanting to 



be vaccinated can be vaccinated if they can travel to the clinics in one of the major 

cities. Unfortunately, the cost of travel, room, and board limits their access to the vaccine. So 

we’re partnering with others to help brothers and sisters who are GC delegates get to a clinic if 

they want to be vaccinated. Many do, because just like GC delegates from other parts of the 

world, they want to participate – in person – at General Conference, and they want to do so as 

soon as possible. 

  

2. How will this initiative work on the ground? Are you working with existing health 

structures? Are you paying for delegates’ travel? 

  

We will disburse funds to cover the cost of travel, room, and board for delegates needing 

accessibility assistance. These costs are paid on behalf of the delegates who are required to 

provide receipts for all expenses incurred. The WCA and other participating organizations will 

receive no personal medical information in providing resources to ensure access to readily 

available vaccines. The vaccines themselves are available free of charge once a delegate reaches 

the immunization clinic. The immunization clinics are operated by the government of each 

country. 

  

3. Do you have plans to encourage delegates and WCA members in the U.S. to get 

vaccinated? 

  

No. The WCA does not have the expertise to advise people regarding health care matters. We are 

confident our friends and members are making their own informed decisions regarding their 

health care. 

  

Our initiative is not a comment on whether individuals should or should not be vaccinated. That 

decision is left to each individual. However, if a delegate from outside the U.S. decides not to be 

vaccinated, U.S. government regulations preclude their traveling to the U.S. and thus from being 

present and participating in General Conference. This initiative only seeks to remove a barrier 

to access if a delegate decides they want to be vaccinated so they can enter the U.S. and be 

present to participate at General Conference. Just as individuals outside the U.S. retain the right 

to make their own decisions about whether to be vaccinated, we believe delegates, WCA 

members and others in the U.S. should have the freedom to make their own decision about 

whether to be vaccinated. 

  

4. Why just delegates? Have you discussed how to help their families and fellow 

congregants? 

  

We are confident the vast majority of WCA members and friends are doing all they can through 

their local UM churches and other charitable associations to help all people who want to be 

vaccinated gain access to a vaccine. 

  

5. The General Board of Global Ministries, through its Love Beyond Borders 

Advance, has been raising funds to get vaccines to people in low-income countries 

and is using the church’s already existing health infrastructure to get shots in arms. 



Did the WCA consider helping that effort? Did you reach out to Global Ministries 

as part of your initiative? 

  

Prior to launching our initiative, we invited the General Board of Global Ministries to 

participate in this initiative. We received no response from GBGM. This initiative is only focused 

on people elected as delegates. We definitely commend the Love Beyond Borders Advance, and 

are aware of many local UM churches that are participating in that initiative. There is no need 

to duplicate GBGM’s good work or be at cross purposes with it. Again, we are confident the vast 

majority of WCA members and friends are doing all they can through their local UM churches 

and other charitable associations to help all people who want to be vaccinated gain access to a 

vaccine. 

  

6. You have likely heard the criticism (as we have – and please know this was 

unsolicited) that the vaccine initiative amounts to colonialism and meddling in 

service of the WCA’s agenda. How are you responding to that criticism?  

  

Colonialism limits the abilities of those who are its victims. This initiative actually creates 

opportunities for people that they otherwise would not have. It empowers people to fulfill an 

important role in the life of the church, and it is a role they want and are proud to fulfil. It is the 

exact opposite of colonialism; it empowers people who might otherwise be disenfranchised. 

Additionally, enabling these delegates to meet the vaccination requirement imposed by the U.S. 

government for their entry into the U.S. benefits the whole church. The assistance is made 

available to all delegates outside the U.S. who need to overcome an accessibility barrier 

regardless of their position on any issue before the General Conference. 

  

7. Would you support the General Conference commission mandating vaccines for 

everyone at the gathering? 

  

The WCA does not believe that the Commission on General Conference (COGC) should mandate 

that all delegates and/or persons attending the conference be vaccinated. This initiative is solely 

focused on a travel requirement imposed by the U.S. government, not by the church. We believe 

it would be inappropriate for the COGC to impose requirements on delegates that are not 

specified in the Book of Discipline. 

  

8. Would you be willing to share how much you’ve raised so far for this initiative? 

  

Funds are being raised for this initiative by a number of the groups who are supporting the 

initiative. Thus efforts are ongoing and have just started as of January 1. We do not anticipate 

having any problem in fully funding the budget for this initiative. 

  

9. Is there anything I haven’t asked that you want me to mention? 

  

No. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

The WCA invites its many members and friends to support this initiative. Financial 

contributions should be designated for “Vaccinations.” Gifts made to the program will be 



used solely for that purpose until all vaccine-related costs are paid. Thereafter, funds will be 

used to assist delegates in obtaining and participating in interviews for visas as well as other 

General Conference-related expenses. You can make your contribution online by selecting 

“Vaccinations” as your designation. You may also mail a check made payable to the 

Wesleyan Covenant Association at P. O. Box 667, Reynoldsburg, OH 43068. Please note on 

your check’s memo line that your gift is for “Vaccinations.”  

 

https://wesleyancovenant.org/give/

